
The The The The Function and Records Function and Records Function and Records Function and Records of Estatesof Estatesof Estatesof Estates

In Denmark and Norway



What Makes a Property an Estate? What Makes a Property an Estate? What Makes a Property an Estate? What Makes a Property an Estate? 

• Type
• Setegård – residence

• Hovedgård – largest property, with associated fæstegårder

• Privileges
• Tax exemptions• Tax exemptions

• Jurisdictional authority for probate, military conscription, etc.

• Years of continuous ownership



Property Size Property Size Property Size Property Size ---- DenmarkDenmarkDenmarkDenmark

Estate type Size (Tønder)

Gods or 
herregård

>24 (32 acres)

Proprietærgård 12-23

Helgård 6-11Helgård 6-11

Halvgård 3-5

Boelsmandsstede
r

1-3

Husmandssteder <1



Property Size Property Size Property Size Property Size ---- NorwayNorwayNorwayNorway

Farm type Tax Rate

Fullgård or helgård 1

Halvgård ½ 

Kvartgård or 
fjerdingsgård

¼ 
fjerdingsgård

Ødegård Exempt

Smaller than an 
ødegård:

Halve ødegård

Rydningsplass

Tredingsgård



Ranks of NobilityRanks of NobilityRanks of NobilityRanks of Nobility

• 1671 Christian V - Grevernes og Friherrernes Privilegier
• > 2,500 tønder = Grever (County)

• Between 1,000 and 2,499 tønder = Baroner (Barony)

• Granted
• Tax exemptions• Tax exemptions

• Judicial and punitive rights

• Appointment of clergy 

• control of church property and income



Godseier (owner)

Ridefoged (operations) Ladefoged (facilities)

Operational HierarchyOperational HierarchyOperational HierarchyOperational Hierarchy

Fæstebønder

Tyender

Mølle

Fabrikker

Værker

Forpagter



The Really Important PartThe Really Important PartThe Really Important PartThe Really Important Part

• Understanding the role the estate played in the lives of 
your ancestors

• Estates provided employment, housing, education, 
medical care, natural resource management

• Estates performed all the same functions as civil • Estates performed all the same functions as civil 
organizations



The RecordsThe RecordsThe RecordsThe Records

• Copyhold
• Fæstebrev / fæsteprotokoll

• Service
• Tyendeprotokol; / tyendekontrakt

• Hoveriprotokoll• Hoveriprotokoll
• Register of serfs to 1702

• After 1702 record of day labor performed



FæstebrevFæstebrevFæstebrevFæstebrev



FæsteprokolFæsteprokolFæsteprokolFæsteprokol





TyendekontraktTyendekontraktTyendekontraktTyendekontrakt



HoveriprotokolHoveriprotokolHoveriprotokolHoveriprotokol



HoveriprotokolHoveriprotokolHoveriprotokolHoveriprotokol –––– Bottom of pageBottom of pageBottom of pageBottom of page



HoveriprotkolHoveriprotkolHoveriprotkolHoveriprotkol



1834 Census, 1834 Census, 1834 Census, 1834 Census, GudumGudumGudumGudum, , , , ÅlborgÅlborgÅlborgÅlborg



1840 Census, 1840 Census, 1840 Census, 1840 Census, KjeldgårdKjeldgårdKjeldgårdKjeldgård, , , , GudumGudumGudumGudum, , , , ÅlborgÅlborgÅlborgÅlborg



1845 Census, 1845 Census, 1845 Census, 1845 Census, KjeldgårdKjeldgårdKjeldgårdKjeldgård, , , , GudumGudumGudumGudum, , , , ÅlborgÅlborgÅlborgÅlborg



1850 Census, 1850 Census, 1850 Census, 1850 Census, KjeldgårdKjeldgårdKjeldgårdKjeldgård, , , , GudumGudumGudumGudum, , , , ÅlborgÅlborgÅlborgÅlborg



GudumlundGudumlundGudumlundGudumlund Gods, Gods, Gods, Gods, ÅlborgÅlborgÅlborgÅlborg



GudumlundGudumlundGudumlundGudumlund Gods, Gods, Gods, Gods, ÅlborgÅlborgÅlborgÅlborg




